
Did not know much about this photo except that it came to me via Dolores 
Atchison who got it from George Ashrat who managed the store (2006?). I 
wrote George for more info, and posted it, hoping it might generate some 

discussion, and maybe additional stories and pictures...? – Clark 
 

Robert Smith at Strickland’s Store, circa 1966 (?) 

On Sep 23, 2008 10:35 pm, Ken Elder wrote: 

This might be the opening day of the store after Fro Strickland purchased it from his 
brother, Sidney Strickland in the early 1950's (Doug Combs thinks it was made a 
little later, more like 1966). 

I worked part time for Fro in the store in very late 1953 and some in 1954 during the 
winter months. In the summer months I worked at Strickland's Landing as a Life 
Guard. I remember carrying a large sign out to the parking lot and placing it near the 
highway and it was for Gulf gasoline for 26.9¢ per gallon. Fro said to me "Kenny, we 
are going to sell some Gator Bowl gas this weekend". Referring to the people that 
would purchase gas from us on their way to the Gator Bowl game in Jacksonville. 

The store was a real antique when Fro first purchased it. We had a slicer in the meat 
department to slice the lunch meat, cheese and bologna. The slicer was not electric, 
you turned the crank by hand but it made slices just as neat and smooth as the 
present day slicers, only this one was much slower. 
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I know the man in the picture, Robert Smith. His wife was Alma. Robert was retired 
Army. Robert purchased one of the houses located in Kingsley Lake Village. I think 
there were approx. 100 houses in Kingsley Lake Village. When World War Two 
ended, the houses were sold and moved to Jacksonville. Seven families purchased a 
house before they were moved. Robert Smith was one of them and my Dad also 
purchased one and my family lived in it for 5 years before moving. My Dad told me it 
cost $2,300.00 and the monthly payment was $24.00 per month. It was a pretty 
good house, two bedrooms, oak floors and a separate free standing garage. This was 
in Jan. 1946. My Dad had a chance to buy 300 feet on the lake for $1,200.00, NOT 
PER FOOT, $1,200.00 TOTAL PURCHASE PRICE !!!! 

When I worked at Strickland’s store, Lloyd Macy was the manager. Macy still has a 
home in the Kingsley Lake area, very near Townsend Strickland’s home. 

 
 
On Sep 24, 2008 12:04 pm, Doug Combs wrote: 

You can tell by the ceiling tile and lighting that this is the new store which was built 
in 1966. It was built behind the old store, which was moved when they were ready to 
open the new store, creating the large parking area we have today. 

 


